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Washington County Democratic Central Committee 

August 26, 2026 Regular Meeting 
Draft Minutes 3.0 

 
1. The meeting started at 7:00pm in-person.  Officers present were:  Vice Chair 1 Gemma 

Fleenor chaired the meeting, Vice Chair 2 Suze Engbretson (Credentialing), Treasurer Lars 
Ludeking and Victoria Long (Recording Secretary).  Chair Martita Meier was absent. 

2. A moment of silence was held in honor of Chair Martita Meier’s mother, who recently  
passed. 

o The prepared CC Meeting Agenda for August 26, 2026, was approved by unanimous 
consent. 

o The CC Meeting Minutes for July 22, 2026, were approved by unanimous consent. 
o Introduction of Elected Officials, candidates and new members was conducted. 
o The Credentials report was presented by Suze Engbretson.  There were 58 PCPs in 

attendance.  A quorum was met. 
○    The Treasurer’s Report was made by Lars Ludeking and is on file. 
○    The First Vice Chair Report was made by Gemma Fleenor, who reported on the 
Democratic Party of Oregon’s Coordinated Campaign for Tina Kotek and Jeff Merkley.  
The DPO will be working out of the Hillsboro Office and are splitting the rent with the 
WCD.  Please advise the Office Chair, Connie Chen, if you want to schedule use of the 
office.  We are seeing media interest; and only Chair Martita or her designee, is allowed 
to speak on behalf of the Washington County Democrats.   
  

3. Work Group Reports  

○    The Community Outreach Work Group report on upcoming events was made by Sue 
Cocking.  Refer to outreach_chair@washcodems.org – Sept 16 is El Grito and Sept 12 is 
the Beaverton Parade. 
○    The Office Work Group report was made by Connie Chen.  The Office will be open 
Monday-Friday from 10:00am-4:00pm and on Saturdays from 10:00am-2:00pm.  Drop 
off candidate swag/literature to the Office. 
○    The Finance Work Group report was made by Martha Rampton, who made remarks 
about Brews and Views and the 43rd Annual Neuberger Gala on October 17, 5:30-
9:00pm.  The theme is Defend the Ballot Box, Our Future Our Voice.  Looking for wine 
donations $25+ 
○    The Direct Action Work Group report was made by Chris Armstrong.  See Appendix 1. 
 
3. The MBL Ad Hoc Committee report was made by Chair Suze Engbretson, who 
introduced the members:  Sudarshan Cadambi, Kimberly Culbertson, Merridy McDaniel, 
and Victoria Long.    

➢ Suze Engbretson reported on Ballot Measure 34-353, General Obligation Bonds 
to Replace Current Police Facility.  The Measures/Bonds/Levies Ad-Hoc 
Endorsements Committee voted unanimously to recommend endorsement of 

mailto:outreach_chair@washcodems.org
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the Hillsboro School District Bond and was so moved.  Debate.  Vote:  Ayes 
43/Nays 12 - Motion passes with a 2/3’s majority.  See Appendix 2. 
 

➢ Victoria Long presented the committee’s report on the Hillsboro School District 
Bond tentatively titled Bonds Fixing Failing & Aging Infrastructure; Improving 
Safety; Vocational Facilities. See Appendix 2.  The Measures/Bonds/Levies Ad-
Hoc Endorsements Committee voted unanimously to recommend endorsement 
of the Hillsboro School District Bond and was so moved.  Debate.  Vote:  Motion 
approved by unanimous consent. 
 

 
4. Reports from Parliamentary Committees  

○    The Policy and Resolution report was made by Chris Armstrong.  Kimberly 
Culbertson presented the 2nd Reading of RPC-2026-007, Washington County 
Democrats Support the National Infrastructure Bank.  Some updates were added for 
local community collaboration with infrastructure priorities, and there were some 
additional small text edits. See Appendix 3.   The Committee recommended a do-
pass approval and was so moved.  Debate was limited to 20 minutes.  Vote:  Ayes 
51/Nays 1 - Motion passes. 

 
✓ Next Policy & Resolutions meeting will be online Sept. 8, 7:00pm-9:00pm; there 

will be discussion of a resolution on political violence as well as other topics. 
 
○    The Nominating Committee Election for the Organization Meeting on November 14 
       was conducted by Chair Chris Promitzer via a Google Form email voting system. 
       Candidates for the committee were Dixie Shaw, Christian Robertson-Lofthouse,  
       James Martin and Kimberly Culbertson who was nominated from the floor.  Former 
       WCD Chair Rosa Colquitt, who will be the Org. Meeting Chair, and Chris Promitzer  
       are committee appointees.  Three more candidates are required for the committee. 
      Chris Promitzer reported the Vote:   

✓ Dixie Shaw - 51 
✓ Christian Robertson-Lofthouse 48 
✓ James Martin 12 
✓ Kimberly Culbertson 45 

        The 3 elected members of the Nominating Committee were Dixie Shaw, Christian 
                    Robertson-Lofthouse, and Kimberly Culbertson. 

   
6. Caucuses & Special Groups Reports   

○ Latino Caucus report was made by Karim Delgado.  Anybody interested in supporting 

the Latino Caucus, has questions or concerns, or wants to direct a Latine neighbor to us 

to speak with, please feel free to email latino_chair@washcodems.org.  
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○ Labor Caucus report was made by Claire Berger.  

○ Education Caucus was made by Maureen Barnhart.  

○ East Washington County Democrats report was made by Carol Greenough.  Refer to 

EWCDems@gmail.com 

5. Delegation Updates  

○ First Congressional District Committee Delegation Report was made by Erica Wills.  

○ Sixth Congressional District Committee Delegation Report was made by Carl Fisher.  

○ State Central Committee Delegation Report was made by Derrick Ragan.  

7. The Provisional Election of New Precinct Committee Persons was conducted. 

➢ Victoria Long moved that Darrow Brunkenhoefer, Mirella Castenada, Marie Knapp, 

Evelyn Kocher, Lauren Miller, Joyce Porter, Fanci Ford Stow, and Thomas Stow be 

appointed as Washington County Democrat PCPs.  No second required.  No debate.  

Vote:  Approved by unanimous consent.  Motion passes.   

8. New Business & Announcements – Gemma announced their candidacy for Chair of the 

Washington County Democrats.  Erica Wills announced her candidacy for 1st Vice Chair of the 

WCD.  Suze Engbretson announced her candidacy for 2nd Vice Chair of the WCD.   

The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm 

Recorded by: 

 

Victoria Long 

Recording Secretary  

   

Appendix 1 
Direct Action Report by Chris Armstrong, Chair Pro-Tem 

 
Last week at our meeting time we went to Hillsboro City Council instead – listening and giving 

public comment on the Sky Harbour project in support of the appeals to stop the development. 

This aligns with the resolution the WCD passed (RPC-2026-06). The decision from the City 

Council is still pending. The meeting went past midnight as many community members joined to 

express concerns. Look for a decision from the city in the coming weeks. 

Upcoming Events:  Supporting Blue Wave 2026 Postcard writing for election season with 

Indivisible Beaverton:  



4-8/26/2026 
 

- Wednesday, September 2nd, 2–4 pm at WashCo Dems office, 140 NE  3rd Ave, Hillsboro 

- Wednesday, September 16th, 5–7 pm at Beaverton City Library, 12375 SW 5th St, Beaverton 

If you have any questions, please contact Karolina -  communications_chair@washcodems.org 

Constitution Day Event 9/17 

Planning for event on 9/17: 4-6pm at city park across from the Beaverton library. We will have 

music, reading of some articles in the constitution, community booths. Direct Action will have a 

table and some pocket constitution giveaways. Looking for additional volunteers. Contact Lisa 

Stiller or Direct Action at directaction_chair@washcodems.org  

The next Direct Action meeting is in person at the Hillsboro office on September 15 

from 7:00pm - 9:00pm. 

 
Appendix 2 

 MBL Endorsements Committee Presentation 
BALLOT MEASURE 34-353  

Title: General Obligation Bonds to Replace Current Police Facility 
 

Question: Shall Forest Grove issue general obligation bonds not to exceed $29.5 million 
principal amount for a new police facility?  If approved, they will be payable from taxes on 
property. 
 

Here’s a description:  
• The new facility will have an updated design which incorporates elements of Forest 

Grove’s history and proximity to nature, providing 45% more space to support the need 
for work area, evidence and record storage, secure / private spaces for interviews and 
separation of juveniles, parking, be ADA accessible and meet seismic safety. 

• The levy rate is estimated as at $0.69 per $1,000 of assessed value.  
• For the average home, property tax will increase by $193 per year or $17 per month. 
• New location will be on City -owned property, corner of 19th and Birch.  

 
Arguments in favor: 

• The current facility was built in 1977.  From 12 officers then, the city now has over 40. A 
“building needs assessment” conducted in 2016 identified 34 major deficiencies.  

• After reviewing remodeling options, the city purchased a lot in 2018, kiddy-corner to the 
current facility. 

• Having completed two prior projects, this is the top priority to support the city’s 
projected population growth.  It is overdue.  
 

Arguments against: 

• Affordability as families are pressured with recent inflation. 

mailto:communications_chair@washcodems.org
mailto:directaction_chair@washcodems.org
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Factors the committee considered: 

• The WashCoDems platform places a high priority on public safety and justice.   

• Article 1 Plank 5: We support a policing system based on community support and 
cultural awareness, a prosecutorial system based on equitable access to the 
court system, and a detention system with an emphasis on corrective actions and 
compensation for victims 

• Article 1 Plank 6: We support local public safety measures aimed at reducing 
injustices in all communities in Washington County, especially marginalized 
communities 

• Using Beaverton’s 2016 measure (50.5% yes on 2nd try) as a reference, garnering voter 
support will take significant education. This effort is ongoing.  

• There is no known organized opposition and endorsement is welcomed. 

The Measures/Bonds/Levies Ad Hoc Endorsement Committee recommends endorsement and 
so moved. 
 
LINKS: 
Filing: 34-353-general-obligation-bonds 
City:https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/705/Police-Facility-Bond 
Facebook: Forest Grove’s Police Post:  
Contacts:  
Lauren Quinsland  Lquinsland@forestgrove-or.gov  503.992.3104 
Chief Dave Marzilli dmarzilli@forestgrove.or.gov 
Jesse VanderZanden  jvanderzanden@forestgrove-or.gov 
 
Submitted by Sudarshan Cadambi and Suze Engbretson, 8/10/2026 

 
The Hillsboro School District bond is tentatively titled:  Bonds Fixing Failing & Aging 

Infrastructure; Improving Safety; Vocational Facilities 

Hillsboro School District serves more than 18,500 students across Hillsboro, Aloha, North Plains, 

Cornelius and West Union, making it the fourth-largest school district in Oregon. 

It’s important to understand that school bonds are different from the State School Fund. The 

State of Oregon funds day-to-day operations like teacher salaries, transportation, and utilities. 

School bonds allow districts to make major investments in buildings, safety, technology, and 

modernization. 

For homeowners, the $430 million-dollar bond’s proposed bond rate is approximately $1.84 per 

$1,000 of assessed property value—about 18 cents less than you’re paying now.  Capital 

construction bonds in 2006 and 2017 were overwhelmingly passed by voters. 

https://www.washingtoncountyor.gov/elections/documents/34-343-general-obligation-bonds-replace-current-police-facility/download?inline
https://www.forestgrove-or.gov/705/Police-Facility-Bond
https://www.facebook.com/ForestGrovePD/posts/on-monday-february-10-2025-the-forest-grove-city-council-approved-a-bond-measure/1045106757655881/
mailto:Lquinsland@forestgrove-or.gov
mailto:jvanderzanden@forestgrove-or.gov
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So, what does this bond provide for our students? 

It would address essential needs including roofs, flooring, HVAC, plumbing, lighting, and 

playgrounds. It would improve school safety with updated doors, locks, fencing, cameras, and 

communication systems. It would support technology, vocational education, athletic and 

extracurricular facilities, and Title IX compliance. 

Support for this bond does align with our current Washington County Democrats’ Platform. 

Most importantly, this investment directly affects the children and families in our marginalized 

communities. More than 42% of HSD students identify as Latino, while an additional 20% 

identify as Native American, Black, multiracial, Asian, or Pacific Islander.  Supporting the 

Hillsboro School District bond demonstrates that our historically underserved community's 

children and their educational needs are a priority in decisions made about public investment.   

Arguments in Opposition: 

Ballot authorization of up to $430M is a significant ask, along with 21 years of future 

obligations, while bonds issued from the prior measure remain to be fully paid off. 

Neither the filing nor the website provides an estimate of the tax burden on a property of 

median value. Over a two-decade planning horizon, no new school facilities are anticipated or 

budgeted for. 

There is no known organized opposition. 

After careful consideration, the Measures/Bonds/Levies Ad-Hoc Endorsements Committee 

voted unanimously to recommend endorsement of the Hillsboro School District Bond and so 

moved.  

Submitted by Victoria Long, 8-26-2026 

HSD Board Places Bond on November 2026 Ballot 052726 
Home - HSD Bond Site 
2026 Bond FAQ - English - HSD Bond Site 
Bond Dashboard - HSD Bond Site 
Contact Beth Graser:  graserbe@hsd.k12.or.us 
 

Appendix 3 
RPC-2026-007 Washington County Democrats Support the National Infrastructure Bank 

 
WHEREAS, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) stated in its 2025 report 
card that the United States received a grade of C regarding the current state of 
infrastructure and that more than nine trillion dollars is needed to restore the nation’s 
infrastructure to a state of good repair. Nearly four trillion dollars is not funded, the 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1780081606/hsdk12orus/fypucfcvntiecfygjoko/HSDBoardPlacesBondonNovember2026Ballot052726.pdf
https://bond.hsd.k12.or.us/
https://bond.hsd.k12.or.us/2026-bond-faq/2026-bond-faq-english
https://bond.hsd.k12.or.us/2026-capital-construction-bond/bond-dashboard
mailto:graserbe@hsd.k12.or.us
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remainder is inadequately funded, and new 21st century projects are unfunded; and 
WHEREAS, the 119th Congress introduced the National Infrastructure Bank Act (NIB) 
to create a $5 trillion public bank to invest in infrastructure projects. That bill has 64 
Democratic sponsors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIB is modeled on previous institutions which helped build much of our 
infrastructure under Presidents George Washington, John Quincy Adams, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. The last one helped end the Great Depression and 
win WWII; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Infrastructure Bank will be capitalized by existing Treasury 
debt and require no new federal appropriations and no new federal taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIB will invest five trillion dollars into infrastructure projects only and 
create twenty-five million new jobs. The NIB will pay Davis-Bacon wages, mandate 
Project Labor Agreements and Buy America policies. Disadvantaged business 
enterprises (DBE) will be supported as will large scale minority hiring. It will fund 
extensive infrastructure projects in low income urban and rural communities. The NIB 
will finance millions of new units of truly affordable housing, repair or replace all 
infrastructure outlined by the ASCE Report Card, finance mass transit, passenger and 
High-Speed Rail, and all other needed projects. The Bank will grow the economy by 5% 
per year as did its predecessors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIB will keep public infrastructure in public hands and will prioritize 
financing to states, cities, counties and other public entities. The NIB will not finance 
privatization of public infrastructure. The NIB has a Trust Fund to issue grants to poor 
and tribal communities recognized by the federal government. The NIB should collaborate with 
local communities when determining public infrastructure priorities; and 
 
WHEREAS, many organizations are in support of the National Infrastructure Bank Act. 
Thirty-one state legislatures have introduced support resolutions and resolutions 
have passed at least one chamber in 10 states, City council endorsements include: 
Seattle, Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York, Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Kansas City; and more; and 
 
WHEREAS, State Democratic Party endorsements include: Washington, Alaska, 
Missouri, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Virginia, Wyoming, and Rhode 
Island. 
 
Other Democratic endorsements include: 
National Federation of Democratic Women, Democratic Municipal Officials (DMO), 
Democratic National Committee (DNC), and many county, legislative district, and 
local Democratic Party organizations; and 
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WHEREAS, other endorsements include: National Association of Counties, US 
Conference of Mayors, National Black Caucus of State Legislators, National Hispanic Caucus of 
State Legislators, National Asian-Pacific American Caucus of State Legislators, Council of State 
Governments Eastern Region, NADO (All 541 Regional Planning Organizations), National 
Association of Minority Contractors, the US High Speed Rail Association, CWA North Carolina, 
Rhode Island State Building and Construction Trades Council, Hudson Valley Building Trades 
California Association of Professional Engineers-AFL-CIO, (CAPE), and many more; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washington County Democratic Party 
endorses this National Infrastructure Bank to finance urgently needed infrastructure 
projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to members 
of the Democratic National Committee, the Oregon members of Congress of the United 
States, and the President of the United States. 
 
 

 

 


