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Washington County Democratic Central Committee (WCD) 

July 22, 2026 Regular Meeting 
In-Person at PCC Willow Creek 

Draft Minutes 
1. The meeting started at 7:00pm in-person.  Officers present were:  Chair Martita Meier, Vice 

Chair 1 Gemma Fleenor, VC 2 Suze Engbretson (Credentialing), Treasurer Lars Ludeking and 

Victoria Long (Recording Secretary).  

o The prepared CC Meeting Agenda for June 24, 2026, was approved by unanimous 
consent. 

o A moment of reflection was given on our country and shared values. 
o The CC Meeting Minutes for June 24, 2026, were approved by acclamation.  
o Introduction of Democratic Elected Officials and candidates was conducted. 
o The Credentials report was presented by Suze Engbretson.  There were 70 PCPs in 

attendance.  A quorum was met.   
○ The Treasurer’s Report was made by Lars Ludeking and is on file. 
○ The Chair Report was presented by Martita Meier, who introduced the current WCD 
Officers.  Martita reported preparation was in progress for the Organizational Meeting in 
November, and a Nominating Committee needs to be formed.  Chris Armstrong and 
Marc Grambo were celebrated as Volunteers of the Quarter.  Volunteers were solicited 
to help at the State Fair Booth with Martita Meier.  Points of Privilege (Robert’s Rules of 
Order) information was presented.  Martita announced that she will not be running 
again for WCD Chair of the party. 
 

2. HD 26 Candidate Tammy Carpenter made remarks.  

3. SD 15 Candidate Myrna Muñoz made remarks.  

4. Work Group and Caucus Reports 

o The Direct Action Work Group report was made by Chris Armstrong, Chair Pro-Tem.  

See Appendix 1  

 

o The Community Outreach Work Group report was made by Chair Sue Cocking, who 

reported that they had finished volunteering at the Beaverton Pride, Hillsboro Pride, 

Juneteenth and the 4th of July Parade.  Next up will be volunteering at the 

Washington County Fair for 10 days, starting July 24-Aug 8th.  Candidates and 

Electeds are welcome to come to the Fair to meet and greet the public, located in 

the Wingspan building next to the Reptiles Exhibit. 

 

o The Finance Work Group report was made by Chair Martha Rampton, who reviewed 

some Office events and fundraising, such as Brews & Views (3rd Friday monthly/$15), 
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WashCo Dems at the HOPS baseball game on August 1, September wine-tasting, a 

concert on east side of Washington County, Election Night Watch Party and Queer 

New Year’s Eve Celebration.  The Neuberger Gala fundraiser is on October 17th at the 

Tualatin Country Club. 

 

o The Latino Caucus report was made by Chair Antonia Lopez and Co-Chair Karim 
Delgado.  Focus will be on voter registration and outreach.  Antonia reported that 
20% of the community is Latino.   
 

○   The Communications Work Group report was made by Chair Karolina Newcombe. 
      More volunteers are needed on social media. 
 
o The Endorsements report was made by Chair Syed Qasim, who reported that the 

Endorsements meeting will be on August 19th via zoom. 
 

○   The Ad Hoc Labor Caucus report on the formation of the new WCD Labor Caucus was 
      made by Claire Berger.  See Appendix 2.  
 
○   Report on the Election Protection Program was made by Ron Morgan, Political  

     Organizing Coordinator with the Democratic Party of Oregon (DPO).  Ron reported 

     on Federal governmental threats to our vote-by-mail system.  Volunteers are needed 

     for two-hour shifts at the Elections Office as well as a volunteer Coordinator for  

     Washington County.  Contact Ron at ron@dpo.org if you can volunteer. 

 

5. A PCP overview of the Washington County Democrats (WCD), including some of the ways to 

    engage with the WCD, was conducted by Chair Martita Meier. 

 

6. An overview of the Democratic Party of Oregon (DPO) & Delegations and how we work with 

    them was presented by VC1 Gemma Fleenor. 

 

7. Reports from Parliamentary Committees   

○ The Policy and Resolution Committee report was made by Chair Chris Armstrong.  See 

Appendix 3.  (Next meeting is August 11th.) 

● Chris presented and Kimberly Culbertson read the abbreviated “Whereas” 

version (*due to time constraints) of the FIRST READING of RPC-2026-007 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF OREGON SUPPORTS NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE BANK. 

● Chris presented the SECOND READING:  RPC-2026-005 RESOLUTION 

AFFIRMING THE RIGHTS TO MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND THE PROTECTION OF 

mailto:ron@dpo.org
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TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS AND YOUTH.  The committee recommends a do-

pass.  Debate was limited to 15 Minutes as per the Agenda.   

✓ Gemma Fleenor moved (Erica Wills seconded) to amend the RPC-2026-

005 RESOLUTION to include the Washington County Metro Councilors to 

#5.  Debate.  Vote:  amendment was approved.   

✓ Debate was held on the RPC-2026-005 RESOLUTION main motion.  Vote:  

motion passes.   

○ Rules Chair Chris Promitzer reported that the Rules Committee moved to amend 
Standing Rule #6, Section 1.1.  See Appendix 4.  The debate for the Standing Rules 
proposed changes was limited to 15 minutes.  Vote:  Unanimous approval.  Motion 
passes. 
 

8. The Provisional Election of New Precinct Committee Persons was conducted. 

➢ Victoria Long moved that Matt Albertson, Alicia Bermes, Kiley Delgado, Karen 

Emerson, Nafisa Fai, Limor Geisler, Alison Hills, Kristy Kottkey, Liliana Maxey (later 

determined to be an Elected), Gabriel Mendez, Barbara Minor, Myrna Munoz, G Scott 

Phillips, Virginia Ross, Robert Seward, Kipperlyn Sinclair, Shahleen Waller and Ann 

Warder be appointed as Washington County Democrat PCPs.  No second required.  No 

debate.  Vote:  Approved by acclamation.  Motion passes.   

9. Updates from our Delegations   

○ The SCC Delegation report was not made due to time constraints.  

10. Updates on the Activity of Caucuses & Special Groups  

○ Education Caucus— Maureen Barnhart emailed a report.  See Appendix 5. 

○ The East Washington County Democrats report was not made by Carol Greenough due 

to time constraints. 

11. New Business & Announcements - none 

Gemma Fleenor moved to adjourn (Erica Wills seconded). 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm 

Recorded by: 

 

Victoria Long 

Recording Secretary  
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Appendix 1 
Presented by Chris Armstrong, Chair Pro-Tem Direct Action 

 
Direct Action continues tracking and supporting our events and protests.  Last Sunday, we 
supported the Washington County Indivisible candidate forum at the Hillsboro Library. Will have 
video from that for Indivisible team. We used our new audio equipment again. 
This Saturday there will be an Environmental Speaker from the Oregon Environmental Council at 
the Beaverton library auditorium on Sat., July 25th at 2 p.m. by Stand Strong Beaverton.  There 
is also a Protect our Democracy Event at 11 am by the library on Saturday, and a Justice for All 
ICE Out event in Beaverton with Indivisible Beaverton.  https://mobilize.us/s/RreuUF  
The location is at Southwest Farmington Road; Southwest Hall Boulevard 
 
On Sunday, July 26 from 3 – 4pm PDT, we are holding a rally/vigil to demand justice for Lorenzo 
and Johan, and justice for all victims of ICE. We are standing with all immigrants and holding a 
food drive for immigrant families. Bring a candle and non-perishable food items to donate as we 
gather to mourn the close to 60 deaths by ICE since Trump took office and to protest 
ICE’s tactics. As of July 11, there over 65,000 people in ICE detention. Tens of thousands have 
had no due process for their illegal and unwarranted arrest. ICE out of everywhere! 
 
New events in planning stages that will be added soon include: 
We are planning an anti-war rally the weekend of Aug 8-9. Keep an eye out for details. 
Expect a big day on August 18th in downtown Hillsboro. We are writing voter postcards at the 
Hillsboro Dems office from 2-4 pm. At 5:30-7, we will outside city hall rallying against the Sky 
Harbour Jet Hub. We may move inside for public comment depending on the agenda. 
After that, we will head back to the office for our next Direct Action meeting. The Tuesday night 
market will be going on during that. Feel free to join us for any part of the activities. 
 
There will be another postcard writing event at the Beaverton Library as well as a 
Constitution Day rally on Sept. 17th.  Times TBD. 
 
Thanks to Lisa Stiller for coordinating activities with Indivisible Beaverton and to Stefan 
Jones for continued work on our pamphlets for taking action. 

 
Appendix 2 

Washco Dems Ad Hoc Labor Caucus Declaration 
 

We believe that America’s economy depends on jobs that provide a fair and living minimum 
wage tied to the median market housing rate, fair benefits, and safe working conditions for ALL 
workers. The purpose of the Labor Caucus, through its members and activities is to: 
represent the political interests and views of Organized Labor within the Washington 
County Democrats; promote the Washington County Democrats’ agenda on labor issues as 
defined by its platform, resolutions and legislative agenda; provide opportunities for supporters 
of Labor rights to seek political appointments or elected office, paid or unpaid; provide 
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networking and meeting opportunities for Democrats who support the full range of Labor 
rights; and serve as a forum to inform, recognize and counter any assault on collective 
bargaining or organizing rights or general trade union principles and practices in Oregon. 
 
Submitted by Claire Berger, et.al., and approved at the Washington County Democrats’ 
Executive Board Meeting on June 10, 2026.  The required PCP signatures have been acquired. 
 

 
 

Appendix 3 
Presented by Chris Armstrong 

 
RPC-2026-007 DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF OREGON SUPPORTS NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE BANK 

WHEREAS, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) stated in its 2025 report 
card that the United States received a grade of C regarding the current state of 
infrastructure and that more than nine trillion dollars is needed to restore the nation’s 
infrastructure to a state of good repair. Nearly four trillion dollars is not funded, the 
remainder is inadequately funded, and new 21st century projects are unfunded; and 
WHEREAS, the 119th Congress introduced the National Infrastructure Bank Act (NIB) 
to create a $5 trillion public bank to invest in infrastructure projects. That bill has 64 
Democratic sponsors, and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIB is modeled on previous institutions which helped build much of our 
infrastructure under Presidents George Washington, John Quincy Adams, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. The last one helped end the Great Depression and 
win WWII; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Infrastructure Bank will be capitalized by existing Treasury 
debt and require no new federal appropriations and no new federal taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIB will invest five trillion dollars into infrastructure projects only and 
create twenty-five million new jobs. The NIB will pay Davis-Bacon wages, mandate 
Project Labor Agreements and Buy America policies. Disadvantaged business 
enterprises (DBE) will be supported as will large scale minority hiring, It will fund 
extensive infrastructure projects in low income urban and rural communities. The NIB 
will finance millions of new units of truly affordable housing, repair or replace all 
infrastructure outlined by the ASCE Report Card, finance mass transit, passenger and 
High-Speed Rail, and all other needed projects. The Bank will grow the economy by 5% 
per year as did its predecessors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIB will keep public infrastructure in public hands and will prioritize 
financing to states, cities, counties and other public entities. The NIB will not finance 
privatization of public infrastructure. The NIB has a Trust Fund to issue grants to poor 
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and tribal communities recognized by the federal government. 
communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, many organizations are in support of the National Infrastructure Bank Act. 
Thirty-one state legislatures have introduced support resolutions and resolutions 
have passed at least one chamber in 10 states, City council endorsements include: 
Seattle, Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York, Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Kansas City; and more; and 
 
WHEREAS, State Democratic Party endorsements include: Washington, Alaska, 
Missouri, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Virginia, Wyoming, and Rhode 
Island. 
 
Other Democratic endorsements include: 
National Federation of Democratic Women, Democratic Municipal Officials (DMO), 
Democratic National Committee (DNC), and many county, legislative district, and 
local Democratic Party organizations; and 
 
WHEREAS, other endorsements include: National Association of Counties, US 
Conference of Mayors, National Black Caucus of State Legislators, National Hispanic Caucus of 
State Legislators, National Asian-Pacific American Caucus of State Legislators, Council of State 
Governments Eastern Region, NADO (All 541 Regional Planning Organizations), National 
Association of Minority Contractors, the US High Speed Rail Association, CWA North Carolina, 
Rhode Island State Building and Construction Trades Council, Hudson Valley Building Trades 
California Association of Professional Engineers-AFL-CIO, (CAPE), and many more; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washington County Democratic Party 
endorses this National Infrastructure Bank to finance urgently needed infrastructure 
projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to members 
of the Democratic National Committee, the Oregon members of Congress of the United 
States, and the President of the United States 
 

 
SECOND READING 

RPC-2026-005 RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE RIGHTS TO MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND THE 

PROTECTION OF TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS AND YOUTH 

WHEREAS, June 2026 marks Pride Month, a time to celebrate the resilience, diversity, and 

fundamental rights of the 2SLGBTQIA+ (Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, 

Intersex, and Asexual) community, collectively referred to here as the queer community; and 
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WHEREAS, while same-sex marriage has been legally recognized in Oregon since a federal court 

ruling in May 2014 (Geiger v. Kitzhaber), Oregon voters originally passed Ballot Measure 36 in 

2004 to amend the state constitution to ban same-sex marriage; and 

WHEREAS, despite its current unenforceability, this discriminatory ban remains written in Article 

XV, Section 5a of the Oregon Constitution, leaving marriage equality vulnerable to shifting 

federal judicial precedents; and 

WHEREAS, marriage equality is explicitly defined as the legal union of two consenting adults, 

guaranteeing them all rights, responsibilities, and protections afforded by the state, regardless 

of the gender of those adults; and 

WHEREAS, an unprecedented wave of hostile legislation across the United States has forced 

thousands of transgender individuals and families with transgender youth to flee their home 

states as political refugees to seek safety in states with strong protective shield laws like Oregon; 

and 

WHEREAS, municipal policies declaring cities as formal "sanctuary spaces" or explicitly 

welcoming environments for transgender individuals are vital to ensuring local housing, 

employment, and law enforcement support, and Washington County municipalities—including 

Hillsboro, Beaverton, Forest Grove, and Tigard—should actively codify and publicize policies that 

ensure they are safe havens for transgender people; and 

WHEREAS, transgender individuals, particularly transgender women of color and Black 

transgender women, face disproportionate, systemic levels of targeted violence, discrimination, 

and murder across the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the modern LGBTQIA+ liberation movement was catalyzed by the 1969 Stonewall 

Riots, an uprising led heavily by Black and brown transgender women—such as Marsha P. 

Johnson and Sylvia Rivera—whose foundational contributions were systematically erased from 

mainstream history for decades and are only recently receiving proper historical recognition; 

and 

WHEREAS, major medical authorities, including the American Medical Association and the 

American Academy of Pediatrics, recognize that gender-affirming care is medically necessary 

and life-saving, and that all transgender individuals have an inherent right to make healthcare 

decisions privately with their doctors without the interference of politicians or unscientific 

statutes; and 
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WHEREAS, the Trevor Project and medical consensus show that transgender and nonbinary 

youth face catastrophically high rates of suicidality due to societal rejection, discrimination, and 

isolation, but that consistent emotional support, affirmation of identity, and access to inclusive 

spaces drastically reduce these mental health risks and save lives; and 

WHEREAS, transgender youth thrive mentally, socially, and physically when they are fully 

permitted to participate in sports, activities, and use restrooms, locker rooms, and other 

gendered facilities that align with their gender identity rather than the sex assigned to them at 

birth; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington County Democrats: 

1. Affirm our unwavering support for full marriage equality, defined as the union of two 

consenting adults regardless of gender, and champion the ongoing efforts by coalitions 

like Equal Rights for All to permanently excise the outdated 2004 ban from the Oregon 

Constitution. 

2. Call upon the legislature, the county commission, and all city councils of Washington 

County to formally evaluate, declare, and implement robust policy measures designating 

their cities as safe havens and sanctuary spaces for transgender individuals and families 

fleeing out-of-state persecution. 

3. Declare that transgender individuals of all ages have an absolute right to bodily 

autonomy and to access evidence-based medical and gender-affirming care in 

consultation with their healthcare providers and families, entirely free from political 

interference. 

4. Demand the full protection and inclusion of transgender youth in all aspects of public 

life, explicitly affirming their right to play sports, join extracurricular activities, and utilize 

public accommodations—including restrooms and locker rooms—that align directly with 

their lived gender identity. 

5. Direct the Secretary of the Washington County Democrats to send this resolution to all 

legislators, mayors, City Councilors, County Commissioners, Washington County Metro 

Councilors and School Board members in Washington County.  

Prepared by Leif Eccles on June 9th, 2026 

Appendix 4 
Changes to Standing Rules Presented by Chris Promitzer 

 
● (OLD) Any candidate for a local nonpartisan office who has been registered in 
Washington County as a Democrat for no less than 180 days and who will be 
listed on the ballot in the coming election shall be eligible for endorsement by the 
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Central Committee. 
● (NEW) Any candidate for a local nonpartisan office who has been registered in 
Washington County as a Democrat for no less than 180 days by the Filing 
Deadline and who will be listed on the ballot in the coming election shall be 
eligible for endorsement by the Central Committee. 
Standing Rule #6, Section 1.2 
● (OLD) Candidates for statewide nonpartisan offices who have been registered in 
Oregon as a Democrat for no less than 180 days are also eligible for 
endorsement by the Central Committee. 
● (NEW) Candidates for statewide nonpartisan offices who have been registered in 
Oregon as a Democrat for no less than 180 days by the Filing Deadline are 
also eligible for endorsement by the Central Committee. 
Standing Rule #6, Section 1.3 
● (OLD) Only candidates who have been vetted by the Endorsement Committee 
may be eligible for endorsement by the Central Committee 
 
● (NEW) Only candidates who have been vetted by the Endorsement Committee 
may be eligible for endorsement by the Central Committee. Candidates who are 
members of the Democratic Party but are otherwise ineligible for 
endorsement may be vetted and recommended by the Endorsements 
Committee, but may only be endorsed by the Central Committee with a 
suspension of this Rule. 
 
Justification: 
The Rules Committee has embarked on an undertaking of removing ambiguities 
from our Standing Rules, Special Rules, and Bylaws. This motion represents the first of 
those changes. Under our old rules, the required time of 180 days as a registered 
Democrat was unclear, and these rules would put us in-line with State timelines 
(ORS 249.031). 
 
Regarding Section 1.3, we felt it to be prudent to clarify a power of the 
Endorsements Committee to address edge-cases. This revised language is meant to 
allow the Endorsements Committee to vet and recommend Democratic Party members 
that apply for our Endorsements process, but for one reason or another, would normally 
be considered ineligible. We feel that this allows our Endorsements Committee to better 
complete their duties, and give them the powers to vet and recommend any candidates 
that apply. To balance this process, we also felt it was important to place a ‘check’ on 
this power. To that end, we explicitly reaffirm that candidates that go through this 
edge-case process can only be endorsed by the Central Committee with a suspension 
of Standing Rule #6. Whilst the Central Committee normally has this power, we felt it 
important to expressly define the vehicle for this process. 
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Appendix 5 
Education Caucus Report by Maureen Barnhart (absent and not presented due to time 

constraints) 
 
As for our June metro meeting:  Our scheduled speakers from the Woodburn and David Douglas 
Oregan Education Association (OEA) locals did not attend, but OEA Equity Director described the 
process by which labor was able to include in the contract agreement articles ensuring safety 
from ICE and Federal enforcement.  The language protects employees and students, and efforts 
to keep students safe will help attendance:  and learning does not happen when students are 
not in school. 
  In July we heard from Deb Barnes, retired educator (North Clackamas SD) and advisor to the 
Oregon Department of Education.  Ms. Barnes explained CTE, Career and Technology Education, 
and the benefits both to schools and to the state’s economy.  It was important to present this 
information especially because at platform committee meetings the suggestion is regularly 
made to “bring back ‘vocational education’”—CTE is voc ed on steroids. 
 

Democratic Party of Oregon (DPO) Education Caucus meeting of June 21, 2026  
Report by Maureen Barnhart, WCD Education Caucus Chair 

  
Monica Weathersby, Ethnic Director for the Oregon Education Association (OEA), 
shared the recent achievement by local OEA leaders Alice Eberhardt (David Douglas EA) and 
Tony Salm (Woodburn EA) to include language in their bargaining agreements to that seeks 
district support in protecting the school communities—students, families, educators—against 
ICE and other Federal law enforcement agency intrusion into their campuses. Rep. Lesley 
Muñoz, HD 22, offered guidance from a legislative perspective, and the actions by the union 
leaders ultimately led to legislation. 
Reluctance on the part of school board members in the districts lead to families feeling 
unsafe and choosing to pull the children into safer situations for home-schooling. Even when 
children chose to attend school, their concerns and fear meant that learning was difficult. 
Additionally, the families felt unwelcome and diminished due to the assumption that they did 
not “belong”. Monica Weathersby noted that the lead was taken by individuals who are white, 
acting as allies. 
 
In QEM news, we learned that two newly appointed members of the Quality Education 
Commission are OEA members. There was some opposition from Senators Bruce Starr and 
Janeen Sollman, who disagreed that classroom experience was a valuable background for the 
new members of the Commission. 
 
The group moved into conversation about the pitfalls and issues (beyond the pandemic) 
of what has resulted in decreased interest in reading. There is disagreement that standardized 
test scores are insufficient evidence to inform educators, who are searching for ways to close 
the gaps. Ideas included the impact of social media, screen time, excessive money spent on 
testing when professional development is missing. Brain mapping data could be used to inform 
how much/appropriate tech should be introduced, and what media literacy should be taught. 
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Suggestions included the value of volunteers who read with students (and develop positive 
relationships with them), the Spokane superintendent who is finding extra-curricular activities 
to encourage personal interactions (vs. social media loneliness). The documentary “Your 
Attention, Please” is highly recommended. The next SCC meeting is scheduled for August 15 in 
Eugene. 
 
 
 

 


