
RPC-2026-005 Resolution Affirming the Rights to 

Marriage Equality and the Protection of Transgender 

Individuals and Youth 

WHEREAS, June 2026 marks Pride Month, a time to celebrate the resilience, diversity, and 

fundamental rights of the 2SLGBTQIA+ (Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

Queer, Intersex, and Asexual) community, collectively referred to here as the queer community; 

and 

WHEREAS, while same-sex marriage has been legally recognized in Oregon since a federal 

court ruling in May 2014 (Geiger v. Kitzhaber), Oregon voters originally passed Ballot Measure 

36 in 2004 to amend the state constitution to ban same-sex marriage; and 

WHEREAS, despite its current unenforceability, this discriminatory ban remains written in 

Article XV, Section 5a of the Oregon Constitution, leaving marriage equality vulnerable to 

shifting federal judicial precedents; and 

WHEREAS, marriage equality is explicitly defined as the legal union of two consenting adults, 

guaranteeing them all rights, responsibilities, and protections afforded by the state, regardless 

of the gender of those adults; and 

WHEREAS, an unprecedented wave of hostile legislation across the United States has forced 

thousands of transgender individuals and families with transgender youth to flee their home 

states as political refugees to seek safety in states with strong protective shield laws like 

Oregon; and 

WHEREAS, municipal policies declaring cities as formal "sanctuary spaces" or explicitly 

welcoming environments for transgender individuals are vital to ensuring local housing, 

employment, and law enforcement support, and Washington County municipalities—including 

Hillsboro, Beaverton, Forest Grove, and Tigard—should actively codify and publicize policies 

that ensure they are safe havens for transgender people; and 

WHEREAS, transgender individuals, particularly transgender women of color and Black 

transgender women, face disproportionate, systemic levels of targeted violence, discrimination, 

and murder across the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the modern LGBTQIA+ liberation movement was catalyzed by the 1969 Stonewall 

Riots, an uprising led heavily by Black and brown transgender women—such as Marsha P. 

Johnson and Sylvia Rivera—whose foundational contributions were systematically erased from 

mainstream history for decades and are only recently receiving proper historical recognition; 

and 



WHEREAS, major medical authorities, including the American Medical Association and the 

American Academy of Pediatrics, recognize that gender-affirming care is medically necessary 

and life-saving, and that all transgender individuals have an inherent right to make healthcare 

decisions privately with their doctors without the interference of politicians or unscientific 

statutes; and 

WHEREAS, the Trevor Project and medical consensus show that transgender and nonbinary 

youth face catastrophically high rates of suicidality due to societal rejection, discrimination, and 

isolation, but that consistent emotional support, affirmation of identity, and access to inclusive 

spaces drastically reduce these mental health risks and save lives; and 

WHEREAS, transgender youth thrive mentally, socially, and physically when they are fully 

permitted to participate in sports, activities, and use restrooms, locker rooms, and other 

gendered facilities that align with their gender identity rather than the sex assigned to them at 

birth; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington County Democrats: 

1. Affirm our unwavering support for full marriage equality, defined as the union of two 

consenting adults regardless of gender, and champion the ongoing efforts by coalitions 

like Equal Rights for All to permanently excise the outdated 2004 ban from the Oregon 

Constitution. 

2. Call upon the legislature, the county commission, and all city councils of Washington 

County to formally evaluate, declare, and implement robust policy measures designating 

their cities as safe havens and sanctuary spaces for transgender individuals and families 

fleeing out-of-state persecution. 

3. Declare that transgender individuals of all ages have an absolute right to bodily 

autonomy and to access evidence-based medical and gender-affirming care in 

consultation with their healthcare providers and families, entirely free from political 

interference. 

4. Demand the full protection and inclusion of transgender youth in all aspects of public 

life, explicitly affirming their right to play sports, join extracurricular activities, and utilize 

public accommodations—including restrooms and locker rooms—that align directly with 

their lived gender identity. 

5. Direct the Secretary of the Washington County Democrats to send this resolution to all 

legislators, mayors, city councilors, county commissioners, and school board members 

in Washington County.  

 

Prepared by Leif Eccles on June 9th, 2026 
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Further Research Notes: 

 

The Equal Rights for All coalition - is it still active? 

 

The website doesn’t mention further planning/activities 

https://www.equalrightsoregon.com/ 

 

This article indicates that they are still active 

https://multdems.org/equal-rights-for-all-amendment-the-path-forward/ 
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