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Washington County Democratic Central Committee 

June 24, 2026 Regular Meeting 
Draft Minutes 

 
1. The meeting started at 7:04pm via zoom.  Officers present were:  Chair Martita Meier, Vice 

Chair 1 Garrett Fleenor, VC 2 Suze Engbretson (Credentialing), Treasurer Lars Ludeking and 

Victoria Long (Recording Secretary).  

o The prepared CC Meeting Agenda for June 24, 2026, was approved by Vote:  Ayes 91  
/Nays 7 – The Agenda was approved. 

o The CC Meeting Minutes for May 27, 2026, were approved by acclamation.  
o Introduction of Democratic Elected Officials and candidates was conducted. 
o The Credentials report was presented by Suze Engbretson.  There were 112 PCPs in 

attendance.  A quorum was met.  Later attendance at 8:30 was noted as 130. 
o The Treasurer’s Report was made by Lars Ludeking and is on file. 
○     First Vice Chair Garrett Fleenor reported that they were recusing their self from any 
       races Garrett is working with. 
○    The Chair’s Report was made by Martita Meier, which included a brief overview of 
       the website and directed toward newly elected PCPs. 
 

2. WCD Chair Reports  

○ The Community Outreach Work Group report was made by Chair Sue Cocking.  

Beaverton Pride parade/WCD Booth is on June 28th.  The WashCo Dems will be walking 

in the 4th of July Parade on Sat., 7/4. 

○ The Office Work Group report was made by Chair Connie Chen ref volunteering in the 

Office.  The Office desperately needs Saturday volunteers from 10:00am-2:00pm.  

○ The Finance Work Group report was made by Chair Martha Rampton. Remarks 

included August 1st is the WashCo Dems at the HOPs event and the Brew & Views event, 

(a discussion group), on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Office (next date is July 17).   

Save the Date for Oct 17th for the Neuberger Gala fundraiser. 

○ The Direct Action Work Group report was made by Chris Armstrong, Chair Pro-Tem.  

Details about upcoming events about Direct Action or Resolutions can be obtained via 

resolution_chair@washcodems.org  See Appendix 1. 

○ The Labor Caucus Report - Claire Berger was absent. 

○ Endorsement Committee remarks were made by Syed Qasim.  August 19th is the 

special Endorsements CC meeting.   

mailto:resolution_chair@washcodems.org
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3. The following motion was presented to the Chair on June 4th. 

➢ Erica Wills moved (1) to annul the automatic General Election Endorsement of the 

candidates in the race for Beaverton City Council, Position 1, per WCDCC Standing Rule 

6.5.1.  Alexis Gonzalez seconded.  Debate was limited to 20 minutes as per the Agenda.   

➢ Victoria called the question to end debate (2).  Connie Chen seconded.  Ayes 92 / Nays 4 

– Motion passes. 

➢ Vote on (1):  Ayes 44 /Nays 62 - Motion failed. 

4. The Policy and Resolution Committee report was made by Chair Chris Armstrong.  See 

Appendix 2. 

● Chris presented the FIRST READING of RPC-2026-005 RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE 

RIGHTS TO MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND THE PROTECTION OF TRANSGENDER 

INDIVIDUALS AND YOUTH. 

● An Emergency Resolution was presented for RPC-2026-006 RESOLUTION IN 

OPPOSITION TO SKY HARBOUR'S PRIVATE JET HUB (3).  The WCD Officers voted this a 

time-sensitive issue at the Executive Board meeting held on June 10, 2026, in order to 

move the resolution to an immediate SECOND READING.  Debate was limited to 20 

minutes as per the Agenda.  

➢ Nathan LaFontaine called the question to end debate.  John Bartley seconded.  Ayes 

69/Nays 2 – Motion passed to end debate. 

 Vote on (3):  Ayes 74/Nays 2 – Motion passed.  Kimberly Culbertson suggested sending 

the Governor a copy of the resolution which the Chair/Secretary approved. 

● SECOND READING:  RPC-2026-004 REGARDING CONDEMNING OREGON’S SENATE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP FUND FOR GETTING INVOLVED IN DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES 
IN WASHINGTON COUNTY IN THE 2026 MAY PRIMARY.  The committee recommends a 
do-pass.  Debate was limited to 20 Minutes as per the Agenda.  Vote:  Ayes 43/Nays 23 
– motion passes. 

5. Delegation Updates   

○ State Central Committee Delegation Report — Derrick Ragan reported.  If you are a 

member of the SCC delegation, please sign up to attend the upcoming SCC meeting. 

6. Updates on the Activity of Caucuses & Special Groups  

○ Education Caucus— Maureen Barnhart was absent. 

○ East Washington County Democrats — Carol Greenough reported an upcoming East 

County Dems picnic on July 2 at 5:00pm.  Email at ewcdems@gmail.com  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWRwEZ54eCuzBGlpdswcXKp55ZgNYD19k

7GrWPvLwIF9vyZg/viewform 

7.  The Provisional Election of New Precinct Committee Persons was conducted. 

➢ Victoria Long moved that Claire Berger, Donald Jessup, Hope Kramer, Rebecca 

Lofthouse, Robin Nodsle, Jacob Roloff, Antonia Lopez Verduzco and Donna Wills be 

appointed as Washington County Democrat PCPs.  No second required.  No debate.  

Vote:  Approved by acclamation.  Motion passes.   

 8. New Business & Announcements – Lisa Stiller reported on July 4, 12:00-1:30pm, on our 

250th anniversary: Celebrate Democracy/SW Allen and Farmington!  Bring signs, flags (we have 

some) music, friends!  Hosted by Indivisible Beaverton with support from the Direct Action 

Committee.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:17pm. 

Recorded by: 

 

Victoria Long 

Recording Secretary  

Washington County Democrats, June 24, 2026 

 

Appendix 1  

Reported by Chris Armstrong 

 

For new and interested people, Direct Action supports and participates in rallies and events. We 

handle rapid response and planned events across Washington County. We meet monthly in 

person at the office to plan our activities on the 3rd Tuesday. 

There were successful Flag Day events in Beaverton with 60 people. 

Since last month’s CC meeting, we also had “Let the People Speak” ICE event in Beaverton. This 

event was very positive. There were many attendees as well as elected officials who listened to 

the impact of ICE in Washington County. 

July 4th events include:  Joining Democrats in the Hillsboro Parade. There is an event from 12-

1:30 at Farmington & Hall – Speaking up for Democracy.   On July 19th @ 11:00am there is a  

Hillsboro City Council Candidates Forum on Data Centers at the Brookwood Library. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWRwEZ54eCuzBGlpdswcXKp55ZgNYD19k7GrWPvLwIF9vyZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWRwEZ54eCuzBGlpdswcXKp55ZgNYD19k7GrWPvLwIF9vyZg/viewform
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An Environmental Speaker from the Oregon Environmental Council will be at the Beaverton 
library auditorium on Sat., July 25th at 2:00 pm/hosted by Stand Strong Beaverton. 
 
You can locate events on our calendar or on mobilize.  We have also added some new audio 
equipment as well to support events in the community. 
 
If you are interested in supporting the resolution related to the Sky Harbour jet hub, please 

reach out to the Direct Action Committee as we are working on planning a protest on that topic. 

We also have some topical pamphlets that are good educational resources for new members. 

We will have some for next month’s in-person CC meeting.  Our next Direct Action Meeting is 

July 21st at 7 pm in the Hillsboro Office. 

Appendix 2 

FIRST READING presented by Chris Armstrong 

RPC-2026-005 RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE RIGHTS TO MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND THE PROTECTION 

OF TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS AND YOUTH 

WHEREAS, June 2026 marks Pride Month, a time to celebrate the resilience, diversity, and fundamental 

rights of the 2SLGBTQIA+ (Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, and Asexual) 

community, collectively referred to here as the queer community; and 

WHEREAS, while same-sex marriage has been legally recognized in Oregon since a federal court ruling in 

May 2014 (Geiger v. Kitzhaber), Oregon voters originally passed Ballot Measure 36 in 2004 to amend the 

state constitution to ban same-sex marriage; and 

WHEREAS, despite its current unenforceability, this discriminatory ban remains written in Article XV, 

Section 5a of the Oregon Constitution, leaving marriage equality vulnerable to shifting federal judicial 

precedents; and 

WHEREAS, marriage equality is explicitly defined as the legal union of two consenting adults, 

guaranteeing them all rights, responsibilities, and protections afforded by the state, regardless of the 

gender of those adults; and 

WHEREAS, an unprecedented wave of hostile legislation across the United States has forced thousands 

of transgender individuals and families with transgender youth to flee their home states as political 

refugees to seek safety in states with strong protective shield laws like Oregon; and 

WHEREAS, municipal policies declaring cities as formal "sanctuary spaces" or explicitly welcoming 

environments for transgender individuals are vital to ensuring local housing, employment, and law 

enforcement support, and Washington County municipalities—including Hillsboro, Beaverton, Forest 
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Grove, and Tigard—should actively codify and publicize policies that ensure they are safe havens for 

transgender people; and 

WHEREAS, transgender individuals, particularly transgender women of color and Black transgender 

women, face disproportionate, systemic levels of targeted violence, discrimination, and murder across 

the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the modern LGBTQIA+ liberation movement was catalyzed by the 1969 Stonewall Riots, an 

uprising led heavily by Black and brown transgender women—such as Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia 

Rivera—whose foundational contributions were systematically erased from mainstream history for 

decades and are only recently receiving proper historical recognition; and 

WHEREAS, major medical authorities, including the American Medical Association and the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, recognize that gender-affirming care is medically necessary and life-saving, and 

that all transgender individuals have an inherent right to make healthcare decisions privately with their 

doctors without the interference of politicians or unscientific statutes; and 

WHEREAS, the Trevor Project and medical consensus show that transgender and nonbinary youth face 

catastrophically high rates of suicidality due to societal rejection, discrimination, and isolation, but that 

consistent emotional support, affirmation of identity, and access to inclusive spaces drastically reduce 

these mental health risks and save lives; and 

WHEREAS, transgender youth thrive mentally, socially, and physically when they are fully permitted to 

participate in sports, activities, and use restrooms, locker rooms, and other gendered facilities that align 

with their gender identity rather than the sex assigned to them at birth; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Washington County Democrats: 

1. Affirm our unwavering support for full marriage equality, defined as the union of two consenting 

adults regardless of gender, and champion the ongoing efforts by coalitions like Equal Rights for 

All to permanently excise the outdated 2004 ban from the Oregon Constitution. 

2. Call upon all the city councils of Washington County to formally evaluate, declare, and 

implement robust policy measures designating their cities as safe havens and sanctuary spaces 

for transgender individuals and families fleeing out-of-state persecution. 

3. Declare that transgender individuals of all ages have an absolute right to bodily autonomy and to 

access evidence-based medical and gender-affirming care in consultation with their healthcare 

providers and families, entirely free from political interference. 

4. Demand the full protection and inclusion of transgender youth in all aspects of public life, 

explicitly affirming their right to play sports, join extracurricular activities, and utilize public 

accommodations—including restrooms and locker rooms—that align directly with their lived 

gender identity. 

5. Direct the Secretary of the Washington County Democrats to send this resolution to all mayors, 

city councilors, county commissioners, and school board members in Washington County.  
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Prepared by Leif Eccles on June 9th, 2026 

Sources: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-

sex_marriage_in_Oregon#:~:text=Same%2Dsex%20marriage%20has%20been,Oregon%20ruled%20in%20Geiger%20v. 

https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/oregon-marriage-equality-obergefell-equal-rights-for-

all/#:~:text=Although%20the%20Geiger%20decision%20allowed,in%20Article%2015%20Section%205A. 

https://www.wweek.com/news/2023/07/05/they-arrived-portland-is-becoming-a-haven-for-gender-

refugees/#:~:text=That%20feeling%20helped%20seal%20the,its%20tolerant%20laws%20and%20lifestyle. 

https://dpo.org/party/resolutions/2025-2/2025-03-regarding-regarding-the-equal-rights-for-all-constitutional-ballot-measure-

of-2026/#:~:text=WHEREAS%2C%20the%20ACLU%20of%20Oregon,the%202026%20general%20election%2C%20and 

Further Research Notes: 

The Equal Rights for All coalition - is it still active? 
The website doesn’t mention further planning/activities 
https://www.equalrightsoregon.com/ 
This article indicates that they are still active 
https://multdems.org/equal-rights-for-all-amendment-the-path-forward/ 
 

EMERGENCY READING by Chris Armstrong 
 

TIME SENSITIVE EMERGENCY RESOLUTION  
(CONSIDERED A SECOND READING) 

RPC-2026-006 RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SKY HARBOUR'S PRIVATE JET HUB 
 

WHEREAS, Private jet travel is the most carbon-intensive mode of transport; and 
 
WHEREAS, New York based Sky Harbour Group has proposed a new jet hangar 
development at Hillsboro Airport (HIO) for 30 ultra-long-range private jets, designated 
by the City of Hillsboro as case number DR-044-25; and 
 
WHEREAS, this jet hangar development would enable a significant increase in private jet 
operations over Washington County, the negative impacts of which include air pollution, 
noise pollution, jet blast, and climate change; and 
 
WHEREAS, residents of Washington County, Oregon have submitted public comments 
and testimony in opposition to Sky Harbour’s proposal; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Hillsboro Planning Commission voted on May 27th, 2026 to approve the 
Development Review without addressing the negative impacts; 
 
THEREFORE, THE WASHINGTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

1. WE OPPOSE the expansion of private jet operations at Hillsboro Airport. 
2. WE SUPPORT the work of the residents who have filed the land-use appeal. 
3. WE URGE the Hillsboro City Council to hear the appeal and deny the land-use application for Sky 

Harbour’s proposed jet hangar development DR-044-25. 
 
Version 6 Prepared by Brett Hamilton on June 9, 2026 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-sex_marriage_in_Oregon#:~:text=Same%2Dsex%20marriage%20has%20been,Oregon%20ruled%20in%20Geiger%20v
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-sex_marriage_in_Oregon#:~:text=Same%2Dsex%20marriage%20has%20been,Oregon%20ruled%20in%20Geiger%20v
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/oregon-marriage-equality-obergefell-equal-rights-for-all/#:~:text=Although%20the%20Geiger%20decision%20allowed,in%20Article%2015%20Section%205A
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/oregon-marriage-equality-obergefell-equal-rights-for-all/#:~:text=Although%20the%20Geiger%20decision%20allowed,in%20Article%2015%20Section%205A
https://www.wweek.com/news/2023/07/05/they-arrived-portland-is-becoming-a-haven-for-gender-refugees/#:~:text=That%20feeling%20helped%20seal%20the,its%20tolerant%20laws%20and%20lifestyle
https://www.wweek.com/news/2023/07/05/they-arrived-portland-is-becoming-a-haven-for-gender-refugees/#:~:text=That%20feeling%20helped%20seal%20the,its%20tolerant%20laws%20and%20lifestyle
https://dpo.org/party/resolutions/2025-2/2025-03-regarding-regarding-the-equal-rights-for-all-constitutional-ballot-measure-of-2026/#:~:text=WHEREAS%2C%20the%20ACLU%20of%20Oregon,the%202026%20general%20election%2C%20and
https://dpo.org/party/resolutions/2025-2/2025-03-regarding-regarding-the-equal-rights-for-all-constitutional-ballot-measure-of-2026/#:~:text=WHEREAS%2C%20the%20ACLU%20of%20Oregon,the%202026%20general%20election%2C%20and
https://www.equalrightsoregon.com/
https://multdems.org/equal-rights-for-all-amendment-the-path-forward/
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SECOND READING by Chris Armstrong 

 
RPC-2026-004 REGARDING CONDEMNING OREGON’S SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP 
FUND FOR GETTING INVOLVED IN DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY IN THE 
2026 MAY PRIMARY  

Whereas The Washington County Democrats has a decades long standing policy of not getting 
involved in Democratic party primaries, and believes that the voters should decide their 
preferred candidate for the general election. The Washington County Democrats further believe 
that the Democratic Party Infrastructure should only be activated for partisan elections in the 
General Election, supporting the candidate who our voters have chosen, and defeating 
challengers who are not Democrats and do not share our values.  

Whereas the Senate Democratic Leadership Fund (SDLF) is a PAC established by Oregon’s 
State Senate Democrats. They are an integral and important part of maintaining our 
Democratic legislative majority, and a core part of the Democratic Party infrastructure for 
winning elections in Oregon. [1]  

Whereas Senate District 15 (SD15) has more Democratic voters than Republicans and the 
winner of the Democratic primary has traditionally been a strong favorite to win the general 
election, compared to other senate districts which have a closer margin and would thus 
benefit greatly from the financial support of the SDLF. 

Whereas both candidates in the May 2026 primary for SD15, Sen. Janeen Sollman and Myrna 
Munoz, are members of the Democratic Party in good standing who support Democratic Party 
values. 

Whereas the SDLF contributed to the campaign for only one of the two candidates, which 
they reported as a combined total of $263,081.40 between expenditures and in-kind 
contributions. [2,3,5,7,8,9,10,11,12]  

Whereas Elements of the Democratic Party getting involved in Democratic Primaries casts 
distrust and doubt on our democratic system and the values of the party, and makes our work 
to engage party voters and non-affiliated voters who align with our values much harder. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE WASHINGTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1. We condemn the Senate Democratic Leadership Fund for contributing over a 
quarter of a million dollars to one candidate while contributing $0 to the second candidate, 
creating the perception of favoritism within the Democratic establishment. 

Section 2. We urge all parts of the Democratic Party to respect our voters in primary 
elections, and ask all parts of the Democratic Party that we only activate infrastructure in 
partisan elections during the General Election, not the Primary, and only against candidates 
who do not share our party’s values.   
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Section 3. We direct the Secretary to transmit this resolution to all elected legislators in 
Washington county, and to the Senate Democratic Leadership Fund, and ask the SDLF directly 
to commit to not getting involved in Democratic Party Primary elections, especially in 
Washington County.  

Section 4. We ask our Chair to release a press release regarding our condemnation of the SDLF 
becoming involved in a Democratic Primary, and for our social media team to spread that 
release on our social media.  

Submitted by Marc Grambo, Diana Jackson 

[1]: https://www.oregonsenatedemocrats.com/  

[2]:  https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionDetail.do?tranRsn=5632131&OWA SP_CSRFTOKEN=3I50-8CXT-KQDQ-C5PK-C83T-
IBL5-6V6Z-SUBI  

[3]:  https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionDetail.do?tranRsn=5632131&OWA SP_CSRFTOKEN=MY4G-YGPW-FWPW-R9YT-
IKFT-184K-M60T-MX2L  

[4]: https://www.theoutreachteam.net/  

[5]:  https://web.archive.org/web/20260427181715/https://theoutreachteam.applytojob.com/apply/job s/details/PK98YwH9tU?& The Outreach 
Team’s Job Posting, Archived April 27, 2026 [6]:   

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionDetail.do?tranRsn=5654582&OWAS P_CSRFTOKEN=YM62-NJE9-DCZY-Z4RB-SBFL-
NURO-401A-SD9O  

[7]: https://secure.sos.state.or.us/orestar/gotoPublicTransactionDetail.do?tranRsn=5651082 

 
 

 

 


