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D DEMOCRATS

Washington County Democratic Central Committee
April 22, 2026 Regular Meeting
DRAFT Minutes

1. The meeting started at 7:03pm via zoom. Officers present were: Chair Martita Meier, Vice
Chair 1 Garrett Fleenor, VC 2 Suze Engbretson (Credentialing), Treasurer Lars Ludeking and
Victoria Long (Recording Secretary).

o The prepared CC Meeting Agenda for April 22, 2026, was approved by acclamation.
There was a Moment of Reflection in acknowledgment of diversity in America.

The CC Meeting Minutes for March 25, 2026, were approved by acclamation.
Introduction of Democratic Elected Officials and candidates was conducted.

The Credentials report was presented by Suze Engbretson. There were 47 PCPs in
attendance. A quorum was met.

o The Treasurer’s Report was made by Lars Ludeking and is on file.
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2. Oregon Secretary of State Tobias Read made a presentation about the upcoming elections as
well as remarks about ballot tracking and the Save Act.

3. A Candidate Forum was held for House District 27 with candidates Ashley Hartmeier-Prigg
and Tammy Carpenter.

4. A Candidate Forum was held for Beaverton City Council, Position 1, with candidates Evelyn
Kocher and Rachel Philip, who are duel-endorsed by the Washington County Democrats.

5. Work Group Reports:

o The Direct Action Work Group report was made by Chris Armstrong with remarks
about No Kings lll. The Work Group is working on an Anti-War Rally and invites you to
the Beaverton/HUMAN event with includes a speaker panel sharing experiences and will
be on May 315 at the Beaverton Library. Looking for volunteers for this event.
Discussion on election security. May 19t is the next meeting in the Office.

0 The Community Outreach Work Group report was made by Sue Cocking. The first
event is the Tigard PRIDE Festival on 5/23/2026 and will be staffed by East Co. Dems.
Upcoming events are the Hillsboro WashCo Dems’ PRIDE Festival booth on June 6% at
Shute Park in Hillsboro and the Beaverton WashCo Dems’ PRIDE Festival booth on June
28t at 4975 SW Hall Blvd. in Beaverton. The WashCo Dems’ Juneteenth booth will be at
the Jerry Willey Plaza at Orenco Station on June 13™ and the Washington County Fair is
in July for 10 days. Volunteers are needed for all of these events.

o The Finance Work Group report was made by Martha Rampton on upcoming events
such as Music in the Grove in Forest Grove on May 31% from 4:00-6:30pm. Brews &
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Views is only $15 at the Office, which is transformed into a bistro for conversation.
Remarks were made ref the Dauntless Wine Co. in Forest Grove and veterans. Claire
Berger made remarks on union/party partnership. A new Labor/Union Caucus is
forming, and 15 signatures are required in support of forming a new Labor/Union
Caucus.

6. Reports from Parliamentary Committees

o Resolutions and Policy Chair Chris Armstrong presented the FIRST READING of
Resolution RPC-2026-003. See Appendix 1.

7. SCC delegation elections were held. There were four open seats for SCC alternates;
candidates included 2 men and 1 woman — Garrett Fleenor moved that Michael Turk, Nolan
Thompson, and Antonia Lopez Verduzco be elected to the Washington County Democrats’ SCC
Delegation as Alternates. Vote: Approved by acclamation.

8. Updates on the Activity of Caucuses & Special Groups

o The Education Caucus report was read by Martita Meier. Maureen Barnhart was
absent. See Appendix 2.

o East Washington County Democrats — Carol Greenough reported.

9. Provisional Election of New Precinct Committee Persons: See Appendix 3.
> Victoria Long moved that John Bell, Stephen Hall, Hiral Pandya, Lisa Stiller and
Benjamin Wallack be appointed as Washington County Democrat PCPs. No second
required. No debate. Vote: Approved by acclamation. Motion passes.

10. New Business & Announcements — Ben Fain made remarks about the Bus Project. Evelyn
Kocher made remarks.
The meeting adjourned at 9:08pm.
Recorded by:
VichoniaHong
Victoria Long

Recording Secretary
Washington County Democrats, April 22, 2026

Appendix 1
FIRST READING Presented by Chris Armstrong
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RESOLUTION RPC-2026-003
REGARDING THE FAMINE, ETHNIC CLEANSING, AND GENOCIDE IN GAZA

WHEREAS, Washington County Democrats are committed to upholding international
humanitarian law—including the protection of civilians and the planet—while advancing equity
and defending the rights and dignity of all people, both in the US and around the world; and

WHEREAS, Washington County Democrats unequivocally stand for the protection of civil rights
and the promotion of social justice, and in opposition to all forms of discrimination, including
but not limited to antisemitism, Islamophobia, bigotry, racism, and xenophobia; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the Democratic Party of Oregon’s Resolution 2024-02 and the
Washington County Democrat’s December 2023 statement on Israel & Palestine, we
acknowledge the longstanding history of conflict in the Israel-Palestine region and, for the
purposes of this resolution, focus on events following the October 7th, 2023 attack; and

WHEREAS, since this conflict began, at least 70,000 Palestinians have been killed and more
than 170,000 wounded, while in Israel, over 2,000 people have been killed and 13,500
wounded, according to figures confirmed by the Israeli Defense Forces; and

WHEREAS, in a case brought by South Africa alleging genocide in Gaza, the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) found the claims plausible, acknowledged the humanitarian crisis, and —through
its January 2024 order and subsequent directives—instructed the Israeli government to take
measures to prevent acts prohibited under the Genocide Convention, facilitate the delivery of
humanitarian aid, and halt its offensive in Rafah pending further proceedings; and

WHEREAS, in August 2025, the United Nations (UN)-backed Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) confirmed a worsening famine in Gaza, marked by extreme food
deprivation, acute malnutrition, and starvation-related deaths—conditions with
well-documented, severe impacts on communities and future generations—affecting over 2
million people; and

WHEREAS, the Israeli government’s actions in Gaza have been characterized as genocide by
numerous credible human rights organizations—including Amnesty International, Doctors
Without Borders, Human Rights Watch, B’Tselem, and Physicians for Human
Rights-Israel—which report that the Israeli government has severely restricted the distribution
of food, water, fuel, medicine, and other humanitarian assistance to civilians in Gaza; and

WHEREAS, following a fact-finding mission to the region, Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley
coauthored a report in September 2025 condemning the Netanyahu government for ethnic
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cleansing, citing the government’s public declaration of intent to forcibly remove Palestinians
from Gaza, weaponization of humanitarian aid, and intentional destruction of civilian
infrastructure including over 90 percent of Gaza’s housing units, hospitals, schools, and
universities, and 86 percent of its water and sanitation facilities; and

WHEREAS, in a September 2025 report, an investigative body of the UN Human Rights Council
concluded that the Israeli government "flagrantly disregarded" international law and
committed acts against Palestinians in Gaza that meet the criteria of genocide under the
Genocide Convention, including killing members of the group, causing serious bodily or mental
harm, deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to bring about the group’s physical
destruction in whole or in part, and imposing measures intended to prevent births within the
group; and

WHEREAS, as a party to the Genocide Convention, the US is legally bound to prevent and
punish acts of genocide and should take all measures within its power to prevent genocide in
any state where it holds influence or capacity to act, and the DPO platform affirms genocide is
an affront to humanity as well as our active participation in the ICJ; and

WHEREAS, as a party to the Genocide Convention, the US is legally obligated to prevent or
suppress acts of genocide and must ensure, under the Leahy Law, that its security assistance
does not support foreign military units credibly implicated in human rights violations; and

WHEREAS, as of October 2023, the US’s spending on military aid to Israel totals over $21 billion
— essential for Israel’s ongoing military operations — and in July 2025, 27 Democratic members
of the US Senate, including Senator Merkley, voted for a resolution to block offensive arms
shipments to Israel; and

WHEREAS, the Democratic Party of Oregon’s platform affirms that the slaughter, systematic
removal, or forced emigration of distinct cultural groups, known as genocide, is a stain on the
global conscience, and that both national and international policy should never enable, fund,
provide diplomatic cover to, or ignore crimes against humanity; and

WHEREAS, while we recognize the devastating impact of the conflict on the Israeli people,
including their losses, suffering, and resulting struggles, the situation in Gaza has reached an
unprecedented level of urgency following two years of devastating violence, mass displacement,
and blocked aid, resulting in near-total infrastructure collapse, famine, and spread of disease
prompting international agencies to urge immediate action to save lives and uphold
international humanitarian law;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE WASHINGTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. We condemn, in the strongest possible terms, the Israeli government’s actions that
have the effect of famine, ethnic cleansing, and genocide in Gaza, including the deliberate
targeting of civilian populations and infrastructure in violation of international law, and urge
our elected leaders to use every available tool to stop the commission of genocide in Gaza.

Section 2. We support (a) an immediate and permanent ceasefire, (b) unrestricted and
sustained distribution of humanitarian aid to all affected areas, (c) an international arms
embargo on all parties violating international humanitarian law, including a suspension of US
military aid to Israel, and (d) the use of all diplomatic, legal, and economic tools to ensure
accountability for violations of international law.

Section 3. We call for focused, intensive, and intentional rebuilding efforts, backed by robust US
and UN funding, to restore Gaza’s health, water, sanitation, electricity, housing, and public
infrastructure, while supporting the revival of civil society and economic life for both
Palestinians and Israelis.

Section 4. We affirm our commitment to a just and lasting peace for all in the region, including
the right to self-determination, safety, and dignity for both Palestinians and Israelis, and honor
our commitment to ensuring Oregonians of all faiths and ethnicities have a sense of belonging
in the Democratic Party.

Section 5. We urge all WCD SCC delegates to support the “REGARDING THE FAMINE, ETHNIC
CLEANSING, AND GENOCIDE IN GAZA” DPO Resolution (Number Pending) submitted by Andrea
Ottoman, Benton County; Susan Leonard, Linn County; Nathan Burroughs, Linn County; Garrett
Fleenor, Washington County; and Andrew Rosales, Douglas County at the Q2 2026 Democratic
Party of Oregon Central Committee meeting in Bandon, Oregon; or a future meeting where the
resolution is considered.

Submitted by Garrett Fleenor, Evelyn Kocher, Derrick Ragan, Marc Grambo, and Erica Wills

Appendix 2
Reported by Maureen Barnhart

Retired Senator Michael Dembrow joined the April Education Caucus meeting, at which we
were able to ask questions and offer opinions regarding the QEM and the education bill that did
not pass out of committee during the short session.

Our next meeting will feature Oregon Education Association Lobbyist Emily McLain, who will
offer the OEA perspective on the Governor's Executive Orders on the school year length,
without consideration of using the Education Stability Fund.
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Appendix 3
Presented by Victoria Long

All PCPs, whether elected at the election two years ago or appointed during the last 2 years, will
be null & void on May 19th when the new election occurs. Tonight’s PCP applications will be
submitted after the May 19th election for two reasons:

1) The Elections Office may assign you a precinct confirming your appointment before 5/19, but
on 5/19 your appointment is voided along with everyone else's, in lieu of newly

elected PCPs. If you did not submit any paperwork to become an Elected PCP or a Write-In
Elected PCP, then your Appointed PCP application would take effect after the May election and
another PCP application form would not be necessary.

2) You will not be able to vote on anything at the 4/22/26 CC meeting tonight because newly
appointed PCPs are only provisionally appointed until the Elections Office confirms their

eligibility to be a PCP in Washington County.

3) To become an Elected PCP after the March 10™ submission deadline per ORS 248.015 (5):

https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/write-in-candidate-declaration-sel-105d.aspx

Fill out the 105D form and have 3 people (which includes yourself) write in your name on the
ballots in order to become an Elected PCP. Only Elected PCPs can vote for WashCo Dems
Officers at the November 2026 Organizational meeting, so this will allow you to become an
Elected PCP on May 19,


https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/write-in-candidate-declaration-sel-105d.aspx

