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PREAMBLE 

 

We recognize that the inherent dignity and inalienable rights possessed by all people 

are the foundation of our shared freedom, of justice, and of peace in the world. We 

recognize our rights and responsibilities to each other as residents of our local, state, 

national and global communities.  

We commit to creating a more equal and sustainable society now and for generations 

to come.  

We condemn the long legacy of racial, religious, economic, appearance, disability, 

age, sexual orientation, gender, and ethnic prejudice, subjugation, segregation, 

genocide, and exploitation of minority communities that is still too prevalent. We strive 

to counteract the institutions and laws that perpetuate those many forms of prejudice 

and discrimination with specific affirmative actions. We recognize our environment, 

both social and natural, as a system that is critical for the welfare of all living things 

and we are dedicated to sustaining a healthy planet.  

As Washington County Democrats we will work tirelessly to carry these values into 

law. We welcome all who share them to join us as we work for equity, openness, 

sustainability, and a more vibrant democracy. 

 

Article 1: Civil Rights and our Civic Environment 

Article 2: Environment and Climate Change 

Article 3: Infrastructure and Housing 

Article 4: Education and Human Development 

Article 5: Healthcare and Human Welfare 

Article 6: Economic Systems 



Article 1: Civil Rights and our Civic Environment 

Washington County Democrats believe all persons have the right to: adequate 

healthy food, secure housing, quality behavioral and physical health care, clean air 

and water, freedom from servitude, freedom of movement and belief, freedom of 

speech, quality education, personal security, equal treatment under the law, 

opportunities to succeed, marriage to whomever they choose, and death with 

dignity. Oregon is a mosaic of different cultures and we value the economic, social, 

and cultural benefits to society from various indigenous and immigrant groups. We 

reject xenophobic scare tactics, religious litmus tests, and ethnically disparaging 

racial rhetoric. Both documented and undocumented residents have civil rights that 

we defend. 

 

1. We support the use of governmental funds and services to promote human 
rights and human welfare, protect the environment, and promote civil society 
based on the rule of law. 

2. We believe in a progressive tax structure and transparent and responsible 
spending policies that promote the common good. 

3. We reject and condemn all ideologies that perpetuate discrimination, 
inequality, and hate. We oppose racism, misogyny, ableism, ageism, 
homophobia, transphobia, xenophobia, antisemitism, Islamophobia, white 
supremacy, fascism, and other ideologies that undermine equity, social well-
being, freedom, and safety.  

4. We believe institutional racism can and must be eliminated through anti-racism 
work at all levels of society including actively working to preserve and expand 
diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility (DEIA) efforts and programs. 

5. We support a policing system based on community support and cultural 
awareness, a prosecutorial system based on equitable access to the court 
system, and a detention system with an emphasis on corrective actions and 
compensation for victims. 

6. We support local public safety measures aimed at reducing injustices in all 
communities in Washington County, especially marginalized communities. 

7. We believe that our public defenders deserve a livable wage and a reasonable 
caseload. 

8. We support the movement to reform cash bail and make pretrial incarceration 
decisions based on risk rather than financial means. 

9. We oppose the use of facial recognition software in policing, government 
services, and public spaces. 

10. We support Oregon’s legal sanctuary state status. 
11. The Constitution protects all people, regardless of citizenship status, from 

government reprisal for criticizing the actions or philosophies of any group or 
country. There are no exceptions to this, both constitutionally and ethically. 



12. We condemn the suspension of due process, mass incarceration, and mass 
deportation of Latino people, immigrants, foreign nationals, and citizens. We 
decry the inhumanity of sending asylum seekers into danger, the needless and 
wanton separation of families, crowded and hazardous prisons, and the terror 
and death inflicted by ICE. 

13. We support full equality for all LGBTQ+ community members and strenuously 
oppose any federal administration efforts to ostracize the LGBTQ+ community by 
eliminating LGBTQ+ protections, erasing LGBTQ+ history, removing LBGTQ+ 
content from virtual and physical federal sites, and banning transgender military 
service.  

14. We support the civil conduct of all meetings and protection of all public officials 
who encounter threats, bullying, or interference with their appointed duties. 

15. We support Oregon’s Automatic Voter Registration and Vote by Mail system.  
16. We affirm the right of all workers, public and private, to organize, free of 

intimidation and coercion, for collective bargaining for fair work rules and hiring 
practices, living wages, just cause protection of employment, and safe working 
conditions.  

17. We believe that corporations are not people and money is not speech. 

  



Article 2: Environment and Climate Change 

 

Washington County Democrats believe that society thrives when all people are 

able to live safely, comfortably, and with dignity. We recognize that long-term land 

use planning, sustainable infrastructure, and wise protection of our natural 

resources are critical for sustainability and livability in Oregon and Washington 

County. We therefore believe that local, state, and federal governments should 

play a large and aggressive role in protecting the quality of our environment. 

 

1. We recognize the importance of Oregon’s agricultural, forestry, and fisheries 
sectors and support sustainable management of natural resources, especially 
with respect to carbon sequestration, climate adaptation, and wildlife habitat. 

2. We support investment in rural climate resilience and sustainable economies 
ensuring small towns, forested, and agricultural communities have access to 
clean water, wildfire protection, climate resilient infrastructure, emergency 
services, and sustainable energy resources. 

3. We support investment in a just, climate-safe future by addressing climate risk 
transparently, ending investments in fossil fuels, and supporting the Oregon 
Treasurer’s Net Zero plan for public retirement funds leading to net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050. 

4. We recognize the value of dark skies at night both for wildlife and humans and 
we support reductions in light pollution and noise pollution in urban, rural, and 
wilderness areas. 

5. We believe that changes to Oregon land use laws and their implementation 
should primarily be based on the conservation of farm, forest, natural resource 
lands, and water resources. 

6. We support the management of forests and the wildland-urban interface to 
reduce the occurrence and impact of wildfires. 

7. We oppose large-scale conversions of public lands to private ownership and 
support the protection of local, state, and federally designated parks, 
wilderness areas, resource areas, and recreation areas. 

8. We support locally grown food and the increased adoption of plant-based 
diets. 

9. We believe in righting historical injustices impacting Black, Indigenous, Asian, 
and other communities of color, including environmental racism, pollution, and 
exposure to carcinogens. 

 

  



Article 3: Infrastructure and Housing 

Washington County Democrats believe that society thrives when all people are 

able to live safely, comfortably, and with dignity. Housing and infrastructure are 

critical areas of government investment to support housing affordability, availability, 

and related services for Washington County residents.   

 

1. We support public sector involvement in promoting housing first policies and 
expansion of supportive services for solving the houseless crisis. 

2. We support mixed use development planned to create viable local 
communities with multiple services and where alternative (non-auto) modes of 
travel are encouraged. 

3. We support additional direct investment from Metro, local cities, and counties to 

expand low and middle income housing availability including funding 

mechanisms (grants and loans) as well as high density, affordable housing 

projects that optimize land use. 

4. We support the transparent allocation of public funds to pay for public 
infrastructure development, maintenance, and upgrades. We oppose the 
privatization of public infrastructure.  

5. We support expanding investment in safe, equitable intercity and local public 
transportation services, rail and bus, to all corners of our county and beyond, 
connecting urban and rural areas, bringing Oregonians together. 

6. We believe that when considering financial support for our transportation, 
including roads and transit, regional and community equity should be high 
priority.  

7. We support strong energy efficiency and solar access standards in residential, 
commercial, and industrial construction, and incentives to reduce energy use. 
We support rapid transition to clean, renewable energy infrastructure, 
including electric vehicle charging stations, rooftop solar, and water 
reclamation.  

8. We support phasing out fossil fuel powered government vehicles and devices 
at the earliest opportunity and oppose the expansion of fossil fuel 
infrastructure. 

9. We support the provision of broadband services to all communities in the 
county and throughout Oregon. 

 

  



Article 4: Education and Human Development 

Washington County Democrats value and demand equity-based, sound, effective, 

and fully funded public education for pre-K, K-12, post-secondary, and career and 

vocational training be made available to all. We recognize that quality education 

increases our economic well-being, promotes civic engagement, enriches personal 

lives, and is foundational to a democratic society. Education is a right, not a 

privilege. 

1. We support free, high-quality public education, including universal full-day 
preschool through post-secondary education, trade, and apprenticeship 
programs that foster critical thinking and prepare students to be well-rounded, 
informed members of society.  

2. We support a comprehensive public education curriculum that includes science, 
mathematics, social studies, the humanities, the arts, physical education, 
economics, and career education; lessons and materials should be fact based 
and age appropriate. 

3. We support funding of K-12 education to achieve the Quality Education Model 
(QEM). 

4. We oppose diverting public funds to private and parochial schools. 
5. We believe quality education requires a diverse teaching staff, that aims to 

reflect the student population, trained in current best practices and 
compensated sufficiently to recruit and retain effective professionals. 

6. We believe that teachers and staff should be paid a livable wage. 
7. We believe educational programs must accommodate student needs including 

those of second language learners, students who experience neurodiversity, 
and talented and gifted students. We support providing equitable opportunities, 
access, and available resources, as required by the Individuals with Disabilities 
in Education Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

8. We support public funding to ensure that quality childcare is accessible and 
affordable, in particular from birth to age five. 

9. We support adequate public funding for public and school libraries, including 
access to scientific and technical journals and historical and sociological 
analyses. 

10. We oppose the banning of books. 
11. We oppose legacy admissions to colleges and universities as it fundamentally 

works against DEIA initiatives. 
 

  



Article 5: Healthcare and Human Welfare 

Washington County Democrats believe that healthcare is a basic right and should 

be available to all those who need it. We believe that modern medical 

advancements related to disease prevention and treatment of pathologies, 

including holistic treatments, must be available to all people regardless of ability to 

pay. 

1. We believe no one should go hungry. Hunger is a policy failure, not a personal 
one. We are committed to expanding food assistance programs, strengthening 
local and sustainable food systems, and protecting the rights of workers and 
families across the food supply chain. 

2. We believe that all people should have access to adequate and affordable 
housing and health services. 

3. We believe substance use disorder is a medical condition, often rooted in 
trauma and economic uncertainty, not criminal behavior. We support ongoing 
treatment including harm reduction, withdrawal support, and recovery services.  

4. We support mental health courts with appropriate treatment options for people 
who commit crimes as a result of their mental illness. We understand it is 
cheaper and more effective to treat people than to incarcerate them. Mental 
illness is a treatable condition. 

5. We support a publicly funded, single payer, universal healthcare system. 
6. We support scientifically based public health policy. 
7. We believe misinformation is a serious threat to public health as it can cause 

confusion, sow mistrust, harm people's health, and undermine public health 
efforts. 

8. We support the full range of reproductive health services including abortion 
services and gender affirming care. We support legal protections both for those 
who provide such services or who seek out that care, as well as those who 
assist in these efforts. 

9. We fully support Planned Parenthood and its mission. 
10. We support measures that increase gun safety and reduce gun violence. 
11. We oppose the death penalty. 
12. We believe that all situations of employment should provide a livable wage, 

paid sick leave, and paid family leave. 
13. We support timely action to fully fund Social Security and Medicare so that full 

benefits and medical coverage are guaranteed. 
 

  



Article 6: Economic Systems 

Oregon’s economy works when workers do well. For too long, the wealthy and 
powerful have used their money to make rules that help themselves while hurting 
workers and families. The current system exploits labor, protects corporate profits, 
and leaves families struggling. We believe economic policies should support workers, 
empower small businesses, and dismantle barriers based on race, gender, and age 
discrimination. Everyone, especially the wealthy and well-connected, should pay 
their fair share to build a better society. We oppose government and business working 
to make profits for a few, because we want an economy where hard work and 
innovation lead to real rewards for everyone. 

1. We support grant and loan programs that facilitate ownership and sustainable 
operation of local, family-run farms, ranches, forests, fisheries, and wineries. We 
support public banking, land banks, trusts, land-matching programs, and price 
supports, especially for those engaged in carbon sequestration and water 
conservation. We oppose land speculation. 

2. We believe workers are the backbone of our economy. Every worker has the right 
to organize, join a union, and collectively bargain without barriers or fear of 
reprisal. We honor the dignity of work and support workers’ rights which include 
safety, fair wages, humane working conditions, fair treatment, and union rights 
across all industries. 

3. We believe fair pay is a matter of justice. Everyone deserves a living wage and 
equal pay for equal work, regardless of who they are or where they live. No one 
who works should live in poverty. Ensuring fair wages is essential to building a 
more equitable and thriving Oregon.  

4. We recognize that we need solutions for workplace displacement caused by 

transitioning to new technologies, automation, and artificial intelligence. 
5. We believe an open and democratic internet is critical to both technological 

progress and maintenance of our democracy. We support net neutrality. 
6. We support strong privacy protections for personally identifiable, financial, and 

medical data, using robust encryption for information both stored and shared, 
without backdoors or key escrow. All medical data should be easily and securely 
transferrable between clinics. Seamless, protected access is key to maintaining 
privacy in an increasingly digital world. 

7. We believe Artificial Intelligence (AI) poses both benefits and risks to individuals 
and communities. We urge public discussion and regulation of AI advances and 
their applications. Businesses, developers, and users must honor intellectual 



property rights, human labor and creativity, privacy, and the environment, and 
minimize racial, gender, or cultural bias. 

8. We recognize that data and cloud storage centers are an essential component of 
our economy, especially for rural communities. We support strong regulation of 
these centers to address their environmental and energy impacts. 

 


