
A Resolution for the Washington County Democratic Central Committee
Regarding Special Education Testing

A. WHEREAS there are laws in place to support enhancements in education structures that support
Special Education (SPED) testing, it is often the reality in many school districts that parents have
to act as strong advocates for their children year-round to get the needed services, and

B. WHEREAS the current systems in the school districts within Washington County and the state of
Oregon are complicated, and rely on followthrough from Special Needs advisors, including
“student advocates,” testing specialists, and lawyers, and

C. WHEREAS, with the diverse population in Washington County, it is a likely outcome that a great
number of parents (and realistically even teachers) will not know or understand how to navigate
through the SPED evaluation hurdles effectively. This will mean that many children will fall
through the cracks and not receive that kind of education that will provide the pathways for them
to excel in the future, and

D. WHEREAS all of these issues are exacerbated even more for children of single parents, girls
(who are historically under-tested), children in poverty, and kids from historically marginalized
communities, and

E. WHEREAS it needs to be assured that districts are following all the federal and state laws that
apply to special education and testing, and

F. WHEREAS the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) makes available a
free appropriate public education to eligible children with disabilities throughout the
nation, and ensures special education and related services to those children,”1 and
requires identification of needs through the Child Find protocols, and

G. WHEREAS children with “disabilities” are known to develop coping mechanisms to
bury or hide their internal struggles, and otherwise mask their need for different learning
environments and/or approaches, and

H. WHEREAS the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) makes available
evaluations for students to whom SPED needs are suspected, and

I. WHEREAS the “Child Find” statute of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) ensures that:

(i) All children with disabilities residing in the State, including
children with disabilities who are homeless children or are wards of
the State, and children with disabilities attending private schools,
regardless of the severity of their disability, and who are in need of
special education and related services, are identified, located, and
evaluated; and



(ii) A practical method is developed and implemented to determine
which children are currently receiving needed special education and
related services,1 and

J. WHEREAS it is the legal requirement of the school and school district to
provide “Prior Notice” to parents regarding the state of an evaluation, the
results, and an evaluation closure; thus helping to insure end to end
communications and clarity for parents, and

K. WHEREAS Child Find is the School Districts requirement to conduct testing
at the parents or teachers request, and with note that some differences or
disabilities could hidden by young learners, leading to false rejections based
solely on peer equivalency, and

L. WHEREAS schools have been coping with Covid 19, mask mandates, and
remote education, in an understaffed environment means children are less
likely to have been identified (via traditional Child Find procedures), and

M. WHEREAS the same issues identified in G create a more traumatizing
environment for children making them more likely to need SPED services,
and

N. WHEREAS experts advocate for early testing to identify children with special
needs at the beginning of their impact, rather than waiting for them to develop
outward signs of the impact, which - undiagnosed - start to appear as
emotional outbursts, and lower self esteem as early as third grade.

THEREFORE WE, the Washington County Democratic Central Committee, call on the
school districts of Washington County to:

1. Place emphasis on reviewing and revising processes to better implement the
intent of the Child Find requirement to conduct testing at the parents or
teachers request.

2. Implement structures that will simplify the process for engaging in SPED
programs, and assume that parents have insights into the whole child that
school teachers might lack. These processes should be in non-specialist
language and terminology; with attention, but not limited to: clear and
easy-to-find directions, which are translated into the most-used
second-languages.

1 https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.111/a/1 and https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.111

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.111/a/1
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.111


3. That all requests for evaluation be assigned a “Student Advocate” that has the
capability to ensure the process is fulfilled from beginning to end.

4. Utilize these new procedures to provide SPED and evaluation for every child
in their purview for which the parent does not opt out as soon as possible, and
perennially into the future at: 1st grade, when a new child who has not been
tested enters the system above 1st grade, and/or at the parents or teachers
request.


